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NORTH KANTO DEFENSE BUREAU
Saitama Shin-toshin National Government Building Tower 2
2-1 Shin-toshin, Chuo-ku, Saitama-shi, Saitama 330-9721

- KANBOKIREN-1208
16 February 2022

COLONEL JULIE M. GAULIN, USAF
Vice Commander, 374th Airlift Wing
Yokota Air Base, Japan

Subject: Request regarding Hovering by CV-22 Ospreys
Dear Col Gaulin,

I sincerely appreciate your understanding and cooperation towards North Kanto
Defense Bureau’s defense administration.

I am writing to request your consideration to the impact on local residents due to
the hovering by CV-22 at the helipad on the north side of Yokota Air Base.

A local resident (including his family) has been frequently filing protests to NKDB
since around October 2018, after the CV-22 was officially deployed to Yokota Air Base,
complaining about the impact such as noise and vibration during the hovering. The outline
of the complaints is as follows.

- The hovering is conducted approximately 100m from the house, separated only
by a public road and an on-base road. It is hard to find a similar place where hovering is
conducted in such proximity to the neighboring communities.

- The hovering usually starts around 1800hrs, and sometimes continues after
2200hrs.

- Noise and vibration due to the hovering make it 1mp0551ble to have conversation
and watch TV without headphones.

- Vibration due to the hovering caused cracks on the walls.

- Pebbles etc. are blown into the house premise due to the downwash during the
hovering.

- The resident became sick and was once hospitalized due to the noise etc. of the
hovering.

The latest complaint was filed on 12t January 2022 by the wife of the subject
resident and she explained that the hovering continued until around 2200hrs on the
previous day, and is obstructing their daily lives.

NKDB recognizes that the U.S. forces require flight training to maintain and
improve skills of the pilots, and that it is important for smooth implementation of the
Japan-U.S. Security Arrangements. In order to meet the requirement, the U.S. forces are
authorized to conduct necessary military activities with due regard for the public safety.



On the other hand, the outline of the complaint from the subject resident involves
continuous noise and vibration for hours during the time frame when the family is
relaxing at home, and it is more serious than other complaints on aircraft noise which is
generated temporarily due to take off and landing, so I think that it is necessary to take
some measures. Also, Mizuho Town receives complaints from the subject resident and
they repeatedly requested NKDB to improve the situation. If the situation does not
improve, then I am concerned that the it will have negative impact on the continued
understanding and cooperation from local residents towards Yokota Air Base, which we
managed to establish so far.

Based on the above, I would like to request your understanding on the
circumstances and take full measures to resolve this issue; in principle, to include CV-
22’s use of the central (south) helipad for hovering, since the construction was completed
Jast October, and avoid the use of the north helipad, in order to minimize the impact on
the local residents.

In addition, I am aware that the operation of CV-22 deployed at Yokota Air Base is -
controlled by 353" Special Operations Group and is not under the chain of command of
374 Airlift Wing, however, I would like to request your leadership in giving favorable
consideration to the circumstances and I would appreciate it if you could provide a

- response.

Very respectfully,

NP v
b W R
TSUBOKURA Mikio

Director, Planning Department
North Kanto Defense Bureau -
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